
Why Preserve  
Your Farm? 

 
 

 
Preserved farms are farmland  

that has been preserved forever.  
No developer can touch it;  

no housing developments or  
industrial complexes can replace it.

Preserving your property will make it easier  
to pass your land down to your family if that’s 

what you wish, to keep it as farmland even if you 
sell, and to prevent developers and housing  
subdivisions from encroaching on your land.





How Does Farmland 
Preservation Help Me? 

 
 

 
Though you sell your development rights forever,  

you still own your farm. The cash you receive for your  
development rights is money you can use to: 

 
 

 Pay o� your mortgage or other liens on the property 
 

Build, restore or replace a needed farm structure 
 

Build an additional residence if you are eligible 
 

Buy another farm 
 

Basically to use any way you�d like



How Long is the Wait? 
 
 

 
We currently have 37 active applicants on our ranked waitlist. 

Many landowners have questions about what it takes  
to move up on the list.

We want every applicant to qualify and move up on the list,  
as our goal is to preserve as much prime farmland  

as we possibly can.  
 

We’re aiming to preserve two to three farms annually,  
within the constraints of the County, State and municipal budgets. 

Every applicant for preservation is evaluated and ranked according  
to Land Evaluation and Site Assessment criteria—  

what we call LESA.  
 

We update each evaluation and arrive  
at new ranked scores once every spring. 







How Does Preserving 
My Farm Restrict 
What I C

 
an Do?

You as the owner agree to maintain farm operations 
on the land and to follow your conservation plan. 

Every owner after you agrees to the same terms of your 
agricultural conservation easement. If and when you decide 

to sell your farm, you transfer ownership of the land  
at full market value, but without the right to develop. 

Once your land is preserved, you have a one-time option 
to build one residence on a maximum of two acres 

in addition to any existing homes at the time  
of appraisal — provided you submit a formal proposal  

that is approved by both the County and PA Agricultural 
Land Preservation boards, and that it meets  

your municipality’s zoning regulations. 



What Can Enrolling in 
an Agricultural Security 
Area (ASA) Do for You? 

 
 

 
We like to see farms enrolled  

in ASAs for two reasons: to protect 
your right to farm, and to make it 

possible to preserve your land.  
 
 

To qualify for farmland preservation, 
the first requirement is to be enrolled 

in an ASA of 500 acres or more.



Resources for Centre 
County Farmers

 

As a preserved farm landowner, you have the County 
Planning Office – and by extension, the PA Bureau  

of Farmland Preservation – ready to assist with any  
questions you may have about future plans  

such as transitioning ownership.  

The State is accepting a new round  
of farm vitality planning grant applications  

and also has resources for beginning farmers. 

This is a great resource for young farmers in your family 
or beginning farmers who may be looking for land.  

A number of Centre County farmers  
have benefitted from these programs.






